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Travels of Four Years and A Half in the United States of 
America, During 1798, 1799, 1800, 1801 and 1802. By John Davis. 
With an introduction and notes by A. J. Morrison. New York 
Henry Holt & Co., 1909; pp. 429. 

It was a happy thought to reprint this very interesting old book of 
travels, and its original value is enhanced by Mr. Morrison's introduc- 
tion and notes. 

John Davis was one of the most observant of our early visitors, and 
his comments on men and things are very well worth reading. His 
accounts of his life in South Carolina, in Washington, Philadelphia and 
in Virginia are of especial interest. He visited Alexandria, Occoquan, 
Colchester and other places in that section, heard Parson Weems preach 
at Pohick, and taught school in Prince William county for several 
months. 

Patrician and Plebeian in Virginia or the Origin and Develop- 
ment of Social Classes in the Old Dominion. By Thomas J. Wer- 
tenbaker, M. A. A Dissertation Presented to the Faculty of the 
University of Virginia as a Part of the Requirements for the Degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy. Published by the Author. The Michie 
Company, Printers, Charlottesville, Va., 1910. 

If the subjects given in the title above were suggested to older 
students of Virginia history, their comment would be that the informa- 
tion any one now has or can obtain in regard to the origin of social 
classes in Virginia is entirely too small to authorize a positive statement 
or any general rule, and that a proper study of their developement 
would require the profound knowledge of all of our records such as a 
Bruce possesses. In addition to this, moreover, a writer on the social 
history of Virginia should be deeply read in the similar history of 
England. 

Mr. Wertenbaker cannot possess the first class of information, and has 
made it evident that he has but a superficial acquaintance with the second, 
and hardly as much knowledge of the last. 

It may be asked why, then, is it necessary to treat his book at such 
length ? It is because the subjects of which he treats are of such impor- 
tance that it is very desirable that Mr. Wertenbaker's readers should not 
be mislead. 

He tells us that Virginia of the seventeenth century contained a popu- 
lation composed, in the main, of indentured servants and humble and 
ignorant yeomen ; but with a ruling class principally descendants of 
merchants — merchants being a set of people, says the author, well 
known for their lack of any high sense of honor, for their timidity (not 



